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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.), TU 

SUBJ: SECRETARY KISSINGER'S REMARKS TO AMERICAN EMBASSY COMMUNITY 
IN ANKARA, MAY 23, 1975 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF SUBJECT REMARKS DELIVERED BY SECRETARY 
KISSINGER TO TURKISH AND AMERICAN EMPLOYEES OF THE AMERICAN MISSION 
IN ANKARA MAY 23, 1975. 

QUOTE AMBASSADOR MACOMBER: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS MY GREAT 
PRIVILEGE TO INTRODUCE THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: MR. AMBASSADOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
WHEREVER I HAVE APPEARED THE AMBASSADOR HAS WARNED ME THAT I MUST 
BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS AND HE HAS PARTICULARLY WARNED ME THAT THE 
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FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL HERE. NOT BEING USED TO MY FLATULATIONS . 
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MUST NOT BE TEASED OR CRITICIZED IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER. SO, I HAVE 
TO TELL YOU HOWEVER THAT, WHEN WELLS STABLER WAS SWORN IN AS AMBAS- 
SADOR TO SPAIN, HE SAID THAT THE HIGHEST PRAISE HE EVER GOT IN 
THE DEPT OF STATE WAS THE ABSENCE OF ABUSE AND THAT ONE DAY 
AFTER HE HAD WORKED FOR 24 STRAIGHT HOURS, I TOLD HIM TO GO HOME 
AND GET SOME REST. HE WAS ELATED THAT I PAID ANY ATTENTION TO HIM. 

BUT WHEN HE GOT HOME HE HAD SECOND THOUGHTS AND SAID, "WELL, MAYBE 
I HAD LOST INTEREST IN HIM. SO HE HAD 

ANOTHER SLEEPLESS NIGHT AND CAME IN. AND ONLY AFTER I MADE HIM 
REWRITE A TEN PAGE 

MEMORANDUM FIVE TIMES IN TWO HOURS DID HE FEEL REASSURED AND THEN HE 
WENT HOME AND HAD A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP. BUT, I KNOW THAT THE 
AMBASSADOR DOESN’T TREAT YOU LIKE THIS. AND I WANTED TO REASSURE 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS THAT ARE ASSEMBLED HERE THAT I AM 
SLOWLY GETTING HOUSEBROKE,. THAT IS I SIGN WITHOUT QUESTION ONE OUT 
OF FIVE CABLES THAT ARE SUBMITTED TO ME, AND IN ANOTHER YEAR OR 
TWO, I WILL SIGN MOST OF THEM LIKE GOOD SECRETARIES OF STATE SHOULD. 
BUT, SERIOUSLY, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I HAVE FOLLOWED THE WORK 
OF THIS POST WITH SPECIAL INTEREST. YOU HAVE BEEN HERE AND YOU 
ARE HERE AT A VERY DIFFICULT PERIOD. I THINK ALL OF YOU HERE KNOW 
HOW IMPORTANT OUR RELATION WITH TURKEY IS, AND ALL OF YOU KNOW THAT 
THAT RELATIONSHIP IS UNDERGOING SOME STRAINS AS A RESULT OF DECISIONS 
NOT RECOMMENDED BY THE EMBASSY NOR APPROVED OF BY THE DEPT OF STATE, 
AND SO YOU HAVE TO NAVIGATE UNDER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES AND MAKE 
PROGRESS IN A COMPLEX DOMESTIC SITUATION HERE AND, I MAY SAY, 

IN A COMPLEX DOMESTIC SITUAATION IN AMERICA. 

WE CONSIDER TURKEY ONE OF THE KEY COUNTRIES WITH WHICH WE ARE 
ASSOCIATED AND ONE OF OUR KEY ALLIES. AND WITH THE EXTRAORDINARY 
ASSISTANCE OF AMBASSADOR MACOMBER, WE ARE TRYING TO GET THROUGH 
THIS PERIOD IN A WAY THAT HOPEFULLY EVEN STRENGTHENS THE LONG- 
TERM RELATIONSHIP. I READ THE REPORTS FROM THIS POST WITH GREATER 
CARE THAN FROM MANY, AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I CONSIDER THAT 
THE WORK THAT HAS BEEN DONE HERE HAS BEEN EXTRAORDINERY. 

BEYOND THE RELATIONSHIP WITH TURKEY, OUR ENTIRE INTERNATIONAL 
POSITION HAS UNDERGONE SOME EXTRAORDINARILY DIFFICULT MONTHS. NO 
ONE SHOULD KID HIMSELF THAT THE WAY THE WAR IN INDOCHINA ENDED DID 
NOT MORTGAGE AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY ALL OVER THE WORLD, WHATEVER 
ONE MAY THINK OR MAY HAVE THOUGHT OF VARIOUS PHASES OF OUR IN- 
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VOLVEMENT EARLIER. BUT I ALSO WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT THE 
PRESIDENT, THE SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATION, ARE DETERMINED 
THAT THE UNITED STATES CONTINUE TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN THE WORLD. 

WE DO THIS NOT OUT OF ANY VANITY, BUT BECAUSE, IF YOU LOOK BACK AT 
THE POSTWAR PERIOD, BEGINNING WITH THE GREEK-TURKISH AID PROGRAM, 

I THINK YOU WILL AGREE THAT THE FACT THAT GLOBAL PEACE HAS BEEN 
PRESERVED AND THAT HAS BEEN DUE IMPOTANTLY TO AMERICAN EFFORTS. 
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AND MOST OF THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE HAS BEEN IN OTHER FIELDS, 

HAS BEEN DUE TO INITIATIVES, OR AT LEAST AMERICAN PARTICIPATION. 

FOR US TO WITHDRAW INTO OURSELVES WOULD INVITE 

CONFLICT AND CHAOS, AND WE HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO INTENTION OF PERMITTING 
THIS TO HAPPEN. SO WITH ALL THE DIFFICULTIES THAT AMERICA HAS 
EXPERIENCED, WE ARE DETERMINED TO CONDUCT A STRONG AND A FORWARD- 
LOOKING POLICY, AND WE WANT TO CONDUCT OURSELVES WITH SELF-ASSURANCE 
AND WITH CON VIC ATION . AND POSTS SUCH AS THIS CAN MAKE A MAJOR 
CONRIBUTION, AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WHAT YOU DO HERE IS 
APPRECIATED AND THAT WE DEPEND ON YOU AND COUNT ON YOU. THANK 
YOU VERY MUCH. 

MACOMBER 
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